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January 25, 2009
Grammy® award-winning vocalist Dee Dee Bridgewater 
pays tribute to the legendary Billie Holiday 

in a special performance titled

“To Billie with Love – A Celebration of Lady Day”

Ms. Bridgewater will perform highlights from her upcoming album

Eleanora Fagan (1915-1959): To Billie With Love From Dee Dee
(Philadelphia, January 25, 2009) — Valentine’s Day comes early when Grammy® and Tony® award-winning jazz vocalist Dee Dee Bridgewater returns to the Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts to perform highlights from her soon-to-be-released album Eleanora Fagan (1915-1959): To Billie With Love From Dee Dee on Thursday, February 11, 2010 at 7:30 PM. Tickets for the performance are $20-$45. For tickets or for more information, please visit www.AnnenbergCenter.org or call 215.898.3900. Tickets can also be purchased in person at the Annenberg Center Box Office. This is the final performance of the 09/10 Penn Presents Jazz Series. 
A follow up to 2007’s Red Earth: A Malian Journey, Eleanora Fagan (release date February 2, 2010) honors the iconic jazz figure, Billie Holiday, who died tragically at the age of 44 a half-century ago. The album includes Bridgewater’s own interpretations of classic Holiday tunes such as “Lady Sings the Blues, ““All of Me,” “Lover Man” and the gospel-tinged “God Bless the Child.”  
Of the new album Bridgewater says, "I want people to come away feeling so good that it piques their curiosity to learn more about the real Billie Holiday ... the joy, the love, her courage and power as a songwriter; not just the dark, tragic parts of her life. Billie deserves to have her music heard in another light." Bridgewater herself is no stranger to the life of Billie Holiday. Her tour de force portrayal of Holiday in the Stephan Stahl theatrical production, Lady Day – based on the singer’s autobiography, Lady Sings the Blues – garnered the singer and actress a Laurence Olivier award nomination.
Bridgewater will be joined on stage by longtime band mate, pianist Edsel Gomez, who wrote new arrangements for the 12 songs on the album, Ira Coleman on bass, Greg Hutchinson on drums, and other special guest musicians.
Bridgewater’s multifaceted career has garnered two Grammy® Awards, a Tony® Award for her role as Glinda the Good Witch in The Wiz and a French Victoire de la Musique award for Best Jazz Vocal Album. She is an ambassador for the United Nation’s Food and Agriculture Organization and serves as host of NPR’s “JazzSet with Dee Dee Bridgewater.”
She last appeared at the Annenberg Center in 2006. 

Special Valentine’s Day Package 

Jazz up your Valentine’s Day with the Annenberg Center’s Sweetheart Package – dinner, a concert and a red rose for only $50! This specially designed package features a three-course prix-fix dinner menu at Penne Restaurant & Wine Bar (3611 Walnut Street), a ticket to hear the incredible Dee Dee Bridgewater (excludes orchestra level seats) and a long-stemmed red rose. 

All Sweetheart package ticket buyers will also be automatically entered to win a signed copy of Bridgewater’s latest album, a bottle of champagne, and two tickets to an upcoming production of Romeo and Juliet, as performed by two Tony® Award-winning companies, The Acting Company and The Guthrie Theater.
To learn more about this incredible deal visit www.AnnenbergCenter.org/sweetheart.
The Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts

The University of Pennsylvania’s Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts has been the region's leading multi-disciplinary performance venue for Theatre, Dance, Jazz, World Music, New Music and children’s programming since its inception in 1971. The Annenberg Center’s curatorial vision emphasizes four primary values: artistic integrity, cultural diversity, curatorial balance and a willingness to take risks. By presenting world renowned and cutting edge artists and companies who express adventuresome perspectives on contemporary issues, timeless ideas and diverse cultures, the Annenberg Center promotes critical thinking and dialogue among its audiences, creating a uniquely rewarding arts experience.

The Annenberg Center has achieved national recognition for its outstanding Dance Celebration series (presented in partnership with Philadelphia's Dance Affiliates), touring theatre series, and for its superior offerings for children, including both its Student Discovery Series and the acclaimed 25-year-old Philadelphia International Children’s Festival, the oldest festival of its kind in the United States.  Through a generous grant from the Wallace Foundation, the Annenberg Center also showcases its commitment to local artists each year through its By Local series.

Throughout its history, the Annenberg Center has presented innovative and critically-acclaimed theatre productions with some of the biggest stars of stage and screen including Liv Ullmann and Sam Waterston in A Doll's House, A Streetcar Named Desire with Glenn Close, Jessica Tandy in Beckett's Not I, and Tennessee Williams' Sweet Bird of Youth with Irene Worth and Christopher Walken. Noteworthy Broadway producer and director Harold Prince (a University of Pennsylvania alum) and Joseph Papp staged many of their plays at the Annenberg Center before taking them to Broadway. As part of the Dance Celebration series, a broad range of world-class and emerging dancers and companies have appeared at the Annenberg Center each season including the Pilobolus Dance Theatre, Hubbard Street Dance Chicago, MOMIX, Parsons Dance Company, Martha Graham, Merce Cunningham, Paul Taylor and Alvin Ailey.  
DEE DEE BRIDGEWATER 
“TO BILLIE WITH LOVE – A CELEBRATION OF LADY DAY”
Thursday February 11 at 7:30 PM

Zellerbach Theatre at the Annenberg Center for the Performing Arts

Valentines Day comes early when Dee Dee Bridgewater returns to the Annenberg Center in a special tribute to Billie Holiday called “To Billie with Love - A Celebration of Lady Day.” Praised by the Village Voice as “the most capable jazz singer of her generation” and “the gold standard by which all divas will now be measured—a total package entertainer,” Dee Dee Bridgewater is the winner of both Tony® and Grammy® Awards. The captivating host of National Public Radio’s JazzSet, she has captured the hearts of audiences around the world.

Media support for the Annenberg Center’s 09/10 Jazz Series is provided by WRTI FM and City Paper. 

Tickets: $20-$45. For more information please call 215.898.3900 or visit www.AnnenbergCenter.org
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